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household articles such as window shades, door and window
screens, faucets, locks and hinges, and clogged drains, and to
make electric appliances safe.
If the homeroom teacher and the teachers of social studies,
home living, science, and art see that reading and discussion
parallel and enlarge the learning of such projects as these,
interest will be likely to expand into many avenues. For ex-
ample, there might result a study of the laws which give safe-
guards in providing standards concerning electric wiring, or
insist on other fire prevention.
Participation in local or national projects such as food con-
servation may be related to each one's personal obligations,
such as eating all of the food one buys in the lunch room or
brings from home in one's lunch, or being patient at home
when foods one likes are scarce. Upper elementary pupils
might consider what constitutes and causes scarcity of com-
modities.
The pupil manages his allowance. School study of how to
manage one's allowance provides a good support of parents'
teaching.
If the children in a given group have spending money and
need guidance in saving part of it, a worthwhile school experi-
ence might be to study the advantages of a savings account,
the methods of opening one, and the rules of the local banks
regarding accounts for children. An approach to the study
may be made from children's extravagant spending, from their
anxieties about handling family funds, or from any evidence
of their readiness for the experience. Arithmetic problems
frequently lead to a consideration of banking methods and a
study of deposit slips and check cashing or other ways of re-
moving money.
Unless the child has an allowance or makes his own or his
family's purchases, school consideration of methodical plan-
ning and spending may be postponed until he has money to
spend. Class discussion of the value of keeping a record of
actual purchases may result, however, from an actual buying
trip on a school project or a child's casual remark about his